
Criminal Investigations

CJE 2600-23232
Spring 2014
PROFESSOR: 
Randy Scoggins
Office: Building 11-103 (A)
E-mail: tscoggins@valenciacollege.edu
Phone number: (407) 582-5673

Office Hours: Posted on Office Door. 
COURSE: Criminal Investigation-CJE 2600-23232
Students will be exposed to techniques and concepts related to recording crime scenes, collecting and preserving evidence. Familiarizes students with police crime laboratory, interview, and interrogation theories. 

3 Credit Hours
Prerequisite(s): None
Meeting places and times: West Campus-Building #11, Room #333-Mon-Wed 1:00 P.M. to 2:15 P.M.
COURSE OUTCOMES: 
Successful students will develop skills to:

· Determine if evidence demonstrates that a crime occurred. 

· Identify potential evidence to be processed
· Aid in the prosecution of cases. 
REQUIRED TEXT: 
Criminal Investigation, First Edition, (Paperback Version) Michael D. Lyman

Pearson Education, Inc., Prentice Hall   
ASSESSMENT METHODS AND EVALUATION: 

Class Assignments                                                                                            Total Points  

Discussion Questions (4)                                                                                                    40

Research Paper                                                                                                                    20
Research Paper Oral Presentation                                                                                       20
Research Paper Peer Review                                                                                              20
Attendance                                                                                                                          60

Syllabus Quiz                                                                                                                      20
Exams (3 @ 40 Points Each)                                                                                             120
Total Assignment Points (Meets 100% OF FULL COURSE REQUIREMENT)     300                                                                  

Extra Credit Points For Perfect Attendance 

MUST BE PRESENT FOR 100% OF ALL CLASSES)                                               20
Total Assignment Points (100% of Course Requirement)                                                300

Extra Credit Attendance Points                                                                                           20
Total Available Course Points                                                                                        320                         

Grading Scale:               

Points                                             Grade

270-300                                              A

240-269                                              B

210-239                                              C

180-209                                              D

  <180                                                 F

Additional Grade Adjustments: Depending on overall class performance during the course, the final grade computations may be slightly adjusted along a curve designed to help each student achieve the highest grade possible based on their performance. In no instance will the curve cause a student’s grade to be lowered. If the curve is considered necessary, the details will be explained to all class members prior to implementation. 
CLASS ASSIGNMENT DETAILS:

Blackboard Online Component:  Various homework assignments, quizzes, and exams will be administered online using Valencia’s Blackboard software. In addition, student grades will be posted in the Grade Center on Blackboard. Students are expected to check Blackboard regularly for class assignments, deadlines, announcements, and related class information.

Discussion Questions: During the term, you will have 4 Discussion Questions which comprise a significant portion of your Final Grade (10 points each=40 points). All will be administered on Blackboard. To earn the maximum 10 points, you must post a full, original response to each question AND post responsive comments to 2 of your class peers’ original posts. Detailed instructions will be posted, in the sidebar, on Blackboard regarding the length and content of your posts and peer responses.   

Student Research Project: You will be required to write a three-page research paper on a topic related to Criminal Investigations.  You can choose from any topic discussed in the textbook. Guidelines and expectations will be provided and posted, in the sidebar, on Blackboard. The topics must be approved, by the instructor, prior to students beginning work on the paper. 

Research Paper Peer Review:  A complete rough draft of your research paper will be submitted for peer review prior to the date the final paper is due to include the introduction, body, conclusions, and references used for the subject paper. This review will take place during class time with each student’s paper being reviewed by two classmates. Students will use the same grading format that will be used to grade the final research papers.  The purpose of this assignment is to share valuable feedback, among classmates, to improve each student’s final report. It will also give students a better understanding of the class grading standards and how they are applied.

Research Project Oral Presentation: After your final written paper is submitted, you will be expected to give a 5-6 minute oral presentation on your research topic. This will include a Power-Point slide show with a minimum of five slides, not counting the title page. Detailed instructions on all aspects of the Research Project will be posted, in the sidebar, on Blackboard.    

Exams:  During the course of the term, you will be given 3 exams covering required course reading material from the current week’s assignment or previous chapters.  The exams will consist of 20 Multiple Choice and/or True-False questions that will be worth two points each (40 Points for each Exam=120 points for term). The exams will be administered via Blackboard and will include a time limit. 
Final Exam: College Board policy requires that all professors offer final examinations to all credit students (except those taking course work for audit) during the scheduled final examination period. As noted in the point system for course grade computation, there are three exams. The last will be considered the final exam and is required for all students taking the course.  

Your final grade is based on 300 points which includes 40 points each exam including the final exam. Students who fail to take the final examination will receive “0” of those 40 points.
NO-SHOW PROCEDURE

Any student who does not attend class prior to the start of the no-show reporting period for the part of term of this course will be withdrawn by the instructor as a no-show.  This will count as an attempt in the class, and students will be liable for tuition.  If your plans have changed and you will not be attending this class, please withdraw yourself through your Atlas account during the drop period for this part of term. 

ATTENDANCE GRADING POLICY:

Attendance is critical to your success and will comprise 20% (60 Points) of your Final Grade. Tardiness is disruptive and will only be excused for legitimate emergencies.  Tardiness exceeding 50% of the class time will be considered an absence for grading purposes. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to contact a classmate to get the notes you missed. 
· Students will earn 2 points for each class attended (2 Classes Per Week =4 Points Weekly). 

· This is a “No-Fault” attendance policy and point system. Students who are absent WILL NOT earn the 2 points regardless of documented illnesses, emergencies, etc.  

· Extra-Credit Points for Attendance: Students with perfect attendance, including the described on-line requirements, will be awarded 20 Extra-Credit Points. 

WITHDRAWAL DEADLINE AND POLICY:   

Per Valencia Policy 4-07 (Academic Progress, Course Attendance and Grades, and Withdrawals), a student who withdraws from class before the withdrawal deadline of March 21st at 11:59 P.M., will receive a grade of “W.”  A faculty member is permitted to withdraw a student from the class up to the beginning of the final exam period, for violation of the attendance policy, as published in the syllabus. A student is not permitted to withdraw from this class after the withdrawal deadline; if you remain in the class after the withdrawal deadline, you can only receive a grade of A, B, C, D, F or I. An I grade will only be assigned under extraordinary circumstances that occur near the end of the semester.  If you receive an I, the work missed must be made up during the following semester, at which time you will get an A, B,C,D or F.  Failure to make up the work during the following semester will result in you getting a grade of F in the course.  Any student who withdraws from this class during a third or subsequent attempt in this course will be assigned a grade of “F.”  

Students on financial aid should consult an advisor or counselor before withdrawing from a course; there may be financial implications to the student which he or she must know about to make an informed decision before withdrawing. Students with some scholarships who withdraw or are withdrawn from a class must pay the college for the cost of the class.  Other scholarship sponsors may also require repayment.
For a complete policy and procedure overview on Valencia Policy 4-07 please go to:   http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policy/default.cfm?policyID=75&volumeID_1=4&navst=0
Valencia College Core Competencies:

The faculty of Valencia College has identified four core competencies that define the learning outcomes for a successful Valencia graduate. These competencies are at the heart of the Valencia experience and provide the context for learning and assessment at Valencia College. You will be given opportunities to develop and practice these competencies in this class. The four competencies are:

· Think - think clearly, and creatively, analyze, synthesize, integrate and evaluate in the many domains of human inquiry

· Value - make reasoned judgments and responsible commitments

· Communicate - communicate with different audiences using varied means

· Act - act purposefully, effectively and responsibly.”
SECURITY STATEMENT:
We want to reassure you that our security officers are here around the clock to ensure the safety and security of the campus community.  It’s important to remain alert and aware of your surroundings, especially during the early morning or evening hours. Remember that you can always call security for an escort if you feel uncomfortable walking alone on campus.  White security phones can also be found in many of our buildings; simply pick up the phone and security will answer.
Finally, report any suspicious persons to West Campus Security at 407-582-1000, 407-582-1030 (after-hours number) or by using the yellow emergency call boxes located on light poles in the parking lots and along walkways.
IMPORTANT DATES:   

Full Term: Classes begin Jan 6. Drop/ Refund Deadline 11:59 p.m. Jan 14.  No Show reporting period Jan 15-24.  Withdrawal deadline for W grade is 11:59 p.m. Mar 21.  Classes end Apr. 20. The Final Exam for this class will be administered via Blackboard, on-line.
H1 Term: Classes begin Jan 6.  Drop/ Refund Deadline 11:59 p.m. Jan 14.  No Show reporting period Jan 15-24.  Withdrawal deadline for W grade is Feb 7. Classes end Feb 26. Final exams are scheduled for the last class period for these parts of term.

TWJ Term: Classes begin Jan 6.  Drop/ Refund Deadline 11:59 p.m. Jan 14.  No Show reporting period Jan 15-24. Withdrawal deadline for W grade is Feb 21. Classes end Mar 23. Final exams are scheduled for the last class period for these parts of term.

TWK Term: Classes begin Feb 10. No Show/ Drop/Refund Deadline 11:59 p.m. Feb 17.  Withdrawal deadline for W grade is Apr. 4.  Classes end Apr 27. Final exams are scheduled for the last class period for these parts of term.

H2 Term: Classes begin Feb 27.  No show/ Drop/Refund Deadline 11:59 p.m. Mar 12.  Withdrawal deadline for W grade is Apr 11.  Classes end Apr 27.  Final exams are scheduled for the last class period for these parts of term.

IMPORTANT DATES, CON’T:

Credit Classes Do Not Meet:  Jan 20 MLK Day, Mar 3-9 Spring Break. See College calendar for important dates and final exam schedule at  http://valenciacollege.edu/calendar .
MAKE-UP POLICY: 
Make-up work will only be allowed in cases of documented student emergencies. For student emergencies, it is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor and provide documentation within one week unless special arrangements have been made previously. 10% of the available points will be deducted from any accepted late assignments.
PROFESSOR/STUDENT COMMUNICATION: 
Outside of classroom hours, my preference of communication is via Blackboard. I normally check Blackboard daily, during the school week, and usually, at least once, on weekends. I will endeavor to get back to you no later than the following day following any communication you leave for me or on Monday if you leave a Blackboard message for me over the weekend. You are welcome to call my office but I cannot guarantee that I will be able to check voice mails left there on a daily basis. To stay current with important class information and announcements, I would highly encourage all of you to check your Blackboard emails no less than every other day.
ACADEMIC HONESTY: 
Each student is required to follow Valencia policy regarding academic honesty.  All work submitted by students is expected to be the result of the student’s individual thoughts, research, and self-expression unless the assignment specifically states “group project.”  Any act of academic dishonesty will be handled in accordance with Valencia policy as set forth in the Student Handbook and Catalog.
CLASSROOM RULES OF STUDENT BEHAVIOR:

This purpose of this course is to assist you in learning. To that point, your attendance, assignments, deadlines, and grades will be strictly governed by this syllabus. I will work with each of you to resolve any issues in those areas. If we cannot reach a resolution in any of those areas, the issue will be forwarded to the dean. 

Any student who engages in disruptive, prohibited, or unlawful behavior will be asked to leave the class. Also, please be aware that violations of classroom or Valencia rules may lead to disciplinary actions up to and including expulsion from Valencia. All students should be familiar with the Student Code of Conduct in the current Valencia Student Handbook: http://valenciacollege.edu/studentdev/CampusInformationServices.cfm. 
COLLEGE POLICIES:  A full description of all College policies can be found in the College Catalog at http://valenciacollege.edu/catalog/ ; Policy Manual at http://www.valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/ ; and the Student Handbook at http://valenciacollege.edu/studentdev/CampusInformationServices.cfm .
STUDENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM: Valencia College is interested in making sure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience.  To that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help with issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home or work.  BayCare Behavioral Health Student Assistance Program (SAP) services are free to all Valencia students and available 24 hours a day by calling (800) 878-5470. Free face-to-face counseling is also available.
OFFICE OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES INFORMATION:  Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a Notification to Instructor (NTI) form from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the professor, preferably during the first two weeks of class. The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities.  

East Campus Bldg. 5, Rm. 216 Ph: 407-582-2229 Fax: 407-582-8908 TTY: 407-582-1222

West Campus SSB, Rm. 102 Ph: 407-582-1523 Fax: 407-582-1326 TTY: 407-582-1222

Osceola Campus Bldg. 1, Rm. 140A Ph: 407-582-4167 Fax: 407-582-4804 TTY: 407-582-1222

Winter Park Campus Bldg. 1, Rm. 212 Ph: 407-582-6887 Fax: 407-582-6841 TTY: 407-582-1222

SPECIAL RULES:

Lap-Top computers are permissible if used strictly for classwork. Any other use of lap-tops is prohibited. Use of cell phones and/or texting is prohibited except in the event of a legitimate emergency. 
DISCLAIMER STATEMENT:
Changes may be made at the discretion of the instructor.
SUPPORT SERVICES:

This course has significant reading and writing components which are required in all Criminal Justice careers. Tutoring is available in Bldg. 7-240 (Extension 1633) and the Writing Center is located in Bldg. 5-155 (Extension 1812)

In addition, Valencia College offers a variety of Skill Shops. To check them out, go to: http://valenciacollege.edu/studentservices/skillshops.cfm
STUDY TIPS:

“LEARNING IS AN ACTION VERB!!  Most students need to do more than just sit through lectures and reread their notes.  Spend 1-2 hour blocks of time EVERY DAY actively writing or discussing concepts to make them a part of your memory.  Use the words you learn often, they will sink in better. 

Here are some study and classroom management tips that have assisted former students:

· Attend every class and don’t be tardy. The introduction to each lecture explains the purpose of the entire lecture. Students who follow this rule won’t miss important information. 

· Rewrite your notes soon after the lecture; if the instructor permits, tape record lectures and replay to refresh your memory when you rewrite your notes.

· Make lists of confusing topics from your studying and ask questions. 

· Take advantage of the professor’s office hours.

· Join A Study Group and predict what questions the professor could ask on the test.

· Get the telephone number of one or more buddies in case you are absent from a class.

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES, ASSIGNMENTS, AND DUE DATES/TIMES:
ALL WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE BY THE BEGINNING OF THE FIRST CLASS OF THE FOLLOWING WEEK. EXAMPLE: WEEK #1’S ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE BY THE BEGINNING OF THE FIRST CLASS OF WEEK #2 AND SO ON FOR THE ENTIRE TERM.
· Week #1              Chap #1,“The Foundations of Criminal Investigations”
                             Assignments Due: Class Orientation and Open Forum
· Week #2             Chap #2, “The Crime Scene: Field Notes, Documenting and

                            Reporting” & Chap #3, “Processing the Crime Scene”

                            Assignment Due: Syllabus Quiz                                                                             
· Week #3            (Classes Do Not Meet on Monday of Week #3. MLK Holiday)

                            Chap #2, “The Crime Scene: Field Notes, Documenting and

                            Reporting” & Chap #3, “Processing the Crime Scene” (Continued From

                            Week #2)

                            Assignment Due: Discussion Question #1
· Week #4             Chap #4, “Identification of Criminal Suspects: Field and Laboratory

                             Processes”
                             Assignment Due: Exam #1
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES, ASSSIGNMENTS, AND DUE DATES/TIMES, CON’T:
· Week #5              Chap #5, “Legal Issues in Criminal Justice” & Chap #6, “Interviews and
                                           Interrogations”
                                           Assignment Due: Discussion Question #2

· Week #6              Chap #5, “Legal Issues in Criminal Justice” & Chap #6, “Interviews and 

                             Interrogations” (Continued From Week #5)

· Week #7             Chap #7, “Criminal Intelligence and Surveillance Operations”  and Review

                            of Course Material to Date.
· Week #8              Chap #8, “Management of Informants and Undercover Operations”

                             Assignment Due: Research Paper Topics to Instructor For Approval 

SPRING BREAK MARCH 3RD THROUGH 7TH, CLASSES DO NOT MEET.

· Week #9              Chap #14, “Theft-Related Offenses”
                             Assignment Due: Discussion Question #3                                                                     
· Week #10           Chap #10, “Robbery”.
                                         Assignments Due: Exam #2 & Peer Review of Research Papers (Students 

                                         must bring a complete “rough-draft” of research paper to class to receive

                                         credit for this assignment.)
· Week #11           Chap #11, “Assault and Related Offenses”
                            Assignments Due: Discussion Question #4 & Final Research Paper Must Be

                            Posted to Blackboard.
· Week #12           Chap #9, “Death Investigations”

                            Assignment Due: Oral Presentations of Research Papers.
· Week #13           Chap #13, “Crimes Against Children: Child Abuse and Child Fatalities”
                            Assignment Due: Any Remaining Oral Presentations of Research
                            Papers.                        
· Week #14          Chap #12, “Missing and Abducted Persons” & Any Remaining Oral
                           Presentations of Research Papers
                           Overview of Course/ 3rd (Final) Exam Review.
· Week #15         3rd (Final) Exam-On-Line Due by Monday, 4/21/14 at 11:59 P.M. 
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